














The scoreboard will feature numerous
high-definition and LED screens to play
video and relay information, and there
will be two message-carrying electronic
“ribbon boards” stretching around the
interior of the arena.

Fans have other treats in store. Brad
Clark, HOK Sport's senior project
engineer for the center, envisions a
"pedestrian front porch” in the way the
center opens out onto Church Street,
when part of that thoroughfare closes
during events and becomes a seamless
extension of the center.

Clark points out another fan-friendly

“I think it's visionary” he said. “It's the
way we all need to be thinking.”

A few miles down Interstate 4, the
Orange County Convention Center has
been thinking like that for quite a while
now. In May, it plans to start using a huge
array of solar panels being installed
on top of its North/South Building.

Officials hope that one day the
photovoltaic system, the largest in the
Southeast, can provide all the power
to the massive 1.1-million-square-foot
building. That could help the center trim
its power bill, which is running $7 million
to $9 million annually.

“"We recycle everything, whether it's bottles, cans,
cardboard, paper, even down to the batteries.”

— Gwen Wilson, OCCC's public relations manager.

locale — the upper concourse, which
will feature a Magic-themed play area
for young children and a video game
area for teens. It's designed so that Mom
and Dad can keep an eye on their
youngsters but still have a view of the
action on the floor.

Clark has kudos for the decision
of local governments and the Magic
to go green.

Meanwhile, the nation’s second-
largest convention center is carrying
on with its other green programs.

“We recycle everything, whether it's
bottles, cans, cardboard, paper, even
down to the batteries,” said Gwen Wil-
son, the center’s public relations man-
ager. And the numbers prove it —in 2007
the facility recycled 80 percent of all of
its dry waste, including 1,200 tons of
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cardboard and 14 tons of office paper.

Four years ago, the center began a
reusable donations program, asking
event organizers to donate materials
they might not ship back home or might
otherwise throw away. Last year, Wilson
said, local charities received $1.8 million
worth of these items, including cases of
water, tools, even signs that art students
could use in their classes by drawing on
the back.

Call it going green with a heart. @
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CONOMY

By Jennifer
Wakefield

While there is no doubt we are in the midst of tough

economic times, the key to economic recovery is economic
development — the attraction, retention and expansion of
companies that create high-wage jobs for citizens and build the
tax base through capital investment. The Metro Orlando EDC
is aggressively marketing the region as the premier location for
business. As a result, here are some of the most recent economic

development announcements:

»» Lake County-based Buildtelligence
Web Solutions, an information tech-
nology company specializing in search
engine optimization, is expanding in
Mount Dora. The company will add 31
new positions with average salaries
of more than $36,000.

>> Digimation, a provider of 3-D
content and related services to the
entertainment and defense industries,
is moving their headquarters from St.
Rose, Louisiana, to Metro Orlando. The
new location will result in 30 new jobs;
will generate $750,000 in capital invest-
ment; and will lease over 4,000 square
feet of space on International Parkway
in Heathrow/Lake Mary.

>> Dream Balloon Productions, a
digital media production studio, has
relocated its headquarters from New
Jersey to Orlando. The company now
occupies 10,500 square feet of space in
the DrewTina Commerce Center in
Orange County. They expect to add up
to 60 new employees over the next
three years.
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>> DataSite Orlando is investing $26
million to renovate an existing 130,000-
square-foot facility into a 21st century
data center that prioritizes energy
efficiency. Located in Orange County’s
South Park on John Young Parkway, the
building’s features will include thermo-
plastic roof membrane, capturing
rainwater for liquid cooling, ducted
returns to remove warm air before it
mixes with cold air, and participation in
an energy-efficiency program offered
by Progress Energy. This project is
expected to generate 39 new jobs aver-
aging salaries of $70,000.

For the latest economic develop-
ment news in Orlando, visit
www.orlandoedc.com/News.

FLORIDA
OPPORTUNITY
FUND CREATED TO
LURE INVESTMENT

Nearly 700 venture-capital deals have
closed in the State of Florida since 2000,
resulting in more than $6.4 billion in total
venture-capital spending. A new state
program hopes to accomplish more of

the same. The State of Florida has
created the Florida Opportunity Fund,
a multimillion-dollar program that
directs investments to high-performing
funds committed to seed and early-
stage businesses. This program seeks
to realize significant long-term returns
from funds making investments in
early-stage opportunities.

The Florida Opportunity Fund was
established by Enterprise Florida, the
state’s economic development arm,
and is managed by Florida First Part-
ners (FFP). The program is designed to
build upon investment activities of
leading national venture-capital
groups, such as Kleiner Perkins Cau-
field & Byers, Benchmark Capital and
Sycamore Ventures. These firms pro-
vide capital to companies focused on
developing advanced technologies
such as surgical robotics design, busi-
ness intelligence software, defense and
aerospace applications, and green
methods to create new products out of
recyclables.

For more information,
www.floridaopportunityfund.com.

visit



VIRTUAL RESOURCE FOR
ENTREPRENEURS

Metro Orlando is increasingly recognized as a great loca-
tion for growing businesses and entrepreneurs ... and
a new online resource is available to assist start-up and
expanding companies located in the region.

The Virtual Entrepreneur Center is a one-stop Web por-
tal maintained by the Florida High Tech Corridor Council, in
partnership with the Metro Orlando EDC and other local
economic development organizations. The user-friendly and
comprehensive site catalogs local, regional, state and global
resources for starting and growing a business. Users can find
information ranging from developing a business plan and
addressing legal and tax issues, to handling challenges
related to growth and evaluating a variety of technology
options.

The EDC worked with Florida High Tech Corridor Coun-
cil and Web site developers at Daytona Beach Community
College to provide contact links and other resource infor-
mation from the counties and cities within our four- county
region. The Disney Entrepreneur Center, a national program
located in downtown Orlando, is also a supporter of this
entrepreneurial project.

To visit the Virtual Entrepreneur Center, go to
www.flvec.com.

MEDICAL CITY UPDATE

Orlando is one of only two cities in the world currently
building a “medical city” — the other being Dubai. And
this year, Orlando’s Medical City at Lake Nona goes from
dream to reality. Here is the latest:

»>> Burnham Institute at Lake Nona This spring, the doors
to the 175,000-square-foot, $80 million Burnham Institute
for Medical Research at Lake Nona will open. But scientists
have already begun conducting research at temporary lab
space located at Florida’s Blood Centers — studying a deep-
sea sponge found off of Florida’s coast that could hold a
cure for pancreatic and colon cancers; and partnering with
Florida Hospital to create the Florida Hospital/Burnham Clin-
ical Research Institute to take prevention, diagnosis and
treatment of diabetes and obesity to the next level.

>> Veteran's Affairs Hospital This 1.2 million-square-foot
facility is under construction and slated to open in 2012; the
134-bed hospital will establish inpatient services for veter-
ans in Central Florida.

>> Nemours Children’s Hospital The $400 million, 95-bed
children’s hospital is under construction with plans to open
in late 2012. The hospital will emphasize pediatric research.

>> University of Central Florida (UCF) College
of Medicine The Burnett Biomedical Sciences building should
be completed by this summer. The inaugural College of Med-
icine class of 40 students — all of whom received unprece-
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One of Florida’s Most Recognize*d
Intellectual Property Law Firms

represents clients in patent, trademark or
copyright law and in infringement, unfair
competition or antitrust cases.

Please contact us today.

*Currently recognized as one of the nation’s Top 100 Law Firms by
Intellectual Property Today and one of the nation’s Top 40 Trademark
Law Firms by Trademark Insider (based on frademarks filed)
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Orlando 407—841-233}0 ¢ Winter Sptihgs 407-796-5051

Jacksonville 904-398-7000 ¢ Melbourne 321-725-4760
www.addmg.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based

solely upon advertisements. Before you decide, please ask us to send you
free written information about our qualifications and experience.
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dented full- tuition scholarships with liv-
ing expenses for all four years — will
begin classes this fall in temporary space
at Central Florida Research Park. For the
latest, visit www.med.ucf.edu.
HIGHER EDUCATION
UPDATE

From excellence in university research
to innovation in education, here is
the latest news from a few of Metro
Orlando’s higher-education institutions:

>> DeVry University regularly part-
ners with high school students to nur-
ture their interest in science, business
and technology fields. DeVry, which
annually hosts a FIRST Robotics com-
petition, on April 30 will play host to
Her World, an event geared toward
female high school juniors and seniors
to get them interested in pursuing
business and technology in college.

»> Kaplan University opened a new
online student support center in a two-

Your business will shine brighter when you relocate or expand in the
Progress Energy service area. Where your business can count on:

® (Clean, reliable, affordable power for today and tomorrow
® Astrong local economy, outstanding talent pool and high quality of life

® Adedicated economic development team to meet your business’ needs

To learn more about Progress Energy, call 1.800.622.7562 or visit

progress-energy.com/economic.
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IN A NEW LIGHT.

story, 124,000-square-foot space on
Ingenuity Drive in the Central Florida
Research Park. The facility houses
admissions advisors, financial aid offi-
cers, human resources and information
technology representatives who will
support Kaplan University’s online stu-
dents. Kaplan expects to employ as
many as 750 people over the next four
years.

»>> Lake-Sumter Community College
has partnered with both Florida
Hospital Waterman and the Central
Florida Health Alliance to provide
scholarships for nursing students.

>> Rollins College’s MBA program
was ranked #24 in the nation by
Entrepreneur Magazine and The
Princeton Review. Rollins's interna-
tional efforts were also featured in The
Chronicle of Higher Education.

>»> Seminole Community College
(SCC) has been awarded a $2 million,

three-year federal grant to ease the nurs-
ing shortage. SCC has also been
approved to offer its first four-year
degree — a Bachelor of Applied
Science in Interior Design.

>> University of Central Florida (UCF)
is now the 5th-largest university in the
nation, with more than 50,000
students. UCF is listed in the Top 10
"patent scorecard” for universities, which
ranks technology innovations gained
from patents. The UCF Incubator Pro-
gram — named a top incubator in the
nation — has plans to add three new
incubators: Leesburg Business & Tech-
nology Incubator in Lake County; St.
Cloud Research & Technology Center in
Osceola County; and a virtual business
incubator in Winter Park.

>>Valencia Community College
opened its new 80,000-square-foot
allied health and sciences building
at the West Campus on south Kirkman
Road. e
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oucC

The Reliable One”

100 West Anderson Street
Orlando, Florida 32801
Phone 407.423.9100

Fax 407.236.9616

www.ouc.com

Welcome to Reliable Plaza

The Greenest Building in Downtown Orlando

At OUC, we know that environmentally
sound building principles aren’t just something
we should promote to our customers. It is our
responsibility to put these ideas into practice.

In 2008, we opened Reliable Plaza — our new
downtown customer service and administrative
center. Designed to meet the requirements for
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design) Gold Certification, this tower will help us
promote environmentally responsible building
programs across Central Florida. With the help of
our design and construction partners, we built a
new home that integrates a 2,000-square foot

solar photovoltaic array, a solar hot water system,
rain water collection for irrigation and dozens of
other energy and water saving features.

Customers will benefit from an expanded
customer service center, drive through lanes, a
conservation education center and consolidated
residential, commercial, development and
human resources services.

Setting a strong example through
conservation, sustainable development and
environmental stewardship. . . it’s all part of
OUC’s commitment to building toward a greener

Orlando and acleaner tomorrow.





